the image that won Nature's third annual #ScientistAtWork photography competition. It depicts a biologist from Mogilev State A. Kuleshov University, who is taking photographs of the mayflies as they lie dying on the road. The insects typically have a lifespan of one day. The mass-hatching phenomenon occurs every year in Mogilev. This year's competition drew some 370 entries from around the world. We see scientists tend to a seal in the Antarctic, pose in a grotto of handwritten notes in Beijing and play the part of resting post for a woolly monkey in Brazil. Nature's art editors selected the winning entry and runners-up on the basis of visual impact. The photographers who captured those images will receive a year's personal subscription to Nature; winner Kapychka will also receive a cash prize.
Kapychka says that residents in Mogilev contacted their local university when they realized that the mayflies' usual trajectory had been disrupted. "The light of the night city disoriented many mayflies, and they flew away from the river and so could not put their future offspring into the water, " he told Nature. "It seemed to me that scientists were very tired that day. "
PHOTOGRAPHY CONTEST

Researchers under the lens
Announcing the winner and runners-up of Nature's annual #ScientistAtWork photo contest. 
SEAL THE DEAL (MIA WEGE)
Horst Bornemann, an ecologist at the Alfred Wegener Institute in Bremerhaven, Germany, injects a female Weddell seal (Leptonychotes weddellii) with a drug to reverse the effects of an anaesthetic dart on a visit to the Ronne ice shelf in the Weddell Sea, Antarctica, in February 2018. Bornemann, who keeps a spare, brightly coloured anaesthetic dart in his hat, has just finished attaching a satellite tracker to the seal, which will record data on sea temperature and the animal's movements. Photographer Mia Wege is a postdoctoral researcher at the Mammal Research Institute at the University of Pretoria, South Africa.
DATA DRIVEN (NAN LI)
Interior designer Nan Li snapped this contemplative portrait of her husband, Zhen Wang, a climate scientist at Beijing Forestry University, as he studied climatechange data in his office in March 2019. Li embellished the scene, but not by much: attaching detailed handwritten notes to the walls of his office is a regular habit of Wang's.
SPARKLING SQUID (RODRIGO OYANEDEL)
A champagne-like eruption of seawater splashes a fisherman as he hauls a jumbo squid (Dosidicus gigas) into his boat by hand, some 10 kilometres off the coast of Chile in January 2016. Photographer Rodrigo Oyanedel, a PhD student in zoology at the University of Oxford, UK, is conducting research on traditional sustainable fishing methods. He says that fishers such as the individual he photographed are the world's "last wild hunters".
DON'T MONKEY AROUND (BÁRBARA CARTAGENA MATOS)
You can stare right back at Carlinha, a woolly monkey (Lagothrix lagotricha cana) from the Amazon Ecopark Jungle Lodge near Manaus, Brazil, as she poses in 2013 with Bárbara Cartagena Matos, now a PhD student in wildlife ecology at the University of Lisbon.
